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Focus
Real Estate Construction & Design Litigation

Proﬁle
John Chambers is a partner specializing in commercial, construction and real estate litigation. With over 25
years’ experience, John has a long and successful track record of obtaining successful results in courtrooms
throughout Oregon and Southwest Washington.
John also has extensive experience representing material suppliers and contractors in construction lien claims,
as well as representing creditors in collection actions, judicial and non-judicial foreclosures, and claims in
bankruptcy proceedings.
While John’s courtroom and litigation experience is extensive, he knows that a client’s objectives are often
best achieved through early dispute resolution, which often involves the eﬀective use of mediation. Both in
and out of the courtroom, John’s eﬀectiveness is enhanced through both his and the ﬁrm’s reputation with
judges and attorneys.
In his spare time, John enjoys traveling, skiing, golf, camping, running and college football. While at the
University of Michigan, John was a multi-year letter winner in track and cross country.

Admissions
Oregon, 1992
Washington, 2009
California, 1992
U.S. District Court District of Oregon, 1993

Education
University of Oregon School of Law, J.D., 1991; Associate Editor, Oregon Law Review, 1990-1991
University of Michigan, B.A., 1987
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Results & Expertise
Representative Matters
John ﬁled suit in Marion County on behalf of a successful farm operation against a global communications
tower company, which leased farm property for operation of a 1,000 foot communications tower. During
discovery, John determined that the tower company had fraudulently concealed revenue it was required to
share with the farm operation. The jury determined that the tower company had both breached the lease and
fraudulently concealed its activities, awarding John’s client over $347,000, to which the court added
prejudgment interest of over $311,000, plus attorney fees and costs.
On behalf of an individual, John ﬁled suit in Columbia County against property owners, claiming the property
owners had breached an oral agreement to convey an interest in a 76-acre parcel to John’s client. After a twoday trial, the court ruled that John’s client owned 62% of the property, and was entitled to a judgment of
approximately $71,000 as his share of proceeds from prior logging operations on the property. The court also
ruled that John’s client could log the remainder of the property to recover the amount due him.
Only six weeks before trial, John took over the representation of a shopping center owner sued for more than
$200,000 by contractors who also sought to foreclose the property based on alleged construction liens. After a
six-day trial, the court entered a judgment in favor of John’s client, ruling that the two lien claimants were
entitled to nothing, and that the shopping center owner was entitled to his reasonable attorney fees and costs.
John’s clients, owners of a stand-alone convenience store, were sued for refusal to relocate their store in a
new building their landlord had built on the same property that the convenience store was located. While the
lease did require such relocation, during three evidentiary hearings John obtained rulings that prevented the
landlord from relocating the convenience store into an unfavorable, low-visibility space. Ultimately, the
landlord was forced to relocate the convenience store to an area of the new building with much greater
visibility and access.
When the owners of one of Portland’s landmark restaurants were suddenly and physically locked out of their
restaurant by their landlord in the middle of the night, based on alleged breaches of the lease, followed by the
landlord’s eﬀorts to hire all of their employees, John ﬁled a lawsuit in Multnomah County on behalf of the
restaurant and immediately obtained a restraining order, and then a preliminary injunction, preventing the
take-over of the restaurant by the landlord. A favorable settlement was reached shortly thereafter allowing
the restaurant to continue its operation.
In an action ﬁled in Clackamas County against John’s client, a general contractor, plaintiﬀ alleged that John’s
client had defectively constructed their home in Happy Valley, Oregon, seeking substantial damages. After a
four-day trial, the court denied plaintiﬀ’s claims in their entirety, awarding them nothing, and awarding John’s
client their attorney fees and costs.

Presentations
Working with Legal Counsel, Speaker, 2014 Construction Industry Summit for Associated Builders and
Contractors
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Industries
Construction & Design
Real Estate

Practice Areas
Real Estate
Litigation

Honors & Aﬃliations
Professional Aﬃliations
Oregon State Bar, Construction Law, Litigation and Real Estate and Land Use Sections, Member
Multnomah Bar Association, Member
Building Materials and Dealer’s Association
Oregon Remodeler’s Association
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